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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 9-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The preamble of claim 9 is miss descriptive because, claim 1 recites "a system 

comprising a server with at least one SMS communication interface with fixed 

telephony terminals however these fixed telephony terminals are part of the system 

not the server as states in the specification and figures. 

Claim 9 also recites the limitation "with fixed-telephony terminals for the reception 
from and transmission to said terminals of data relating to their telephone directories", 
which indicates that the transmission is between the fixed terminals; however, the same 
claim recites the limitation "inputs/outputs which can be connected to the network for the 
reception from and transmission to computer, personal assistant or mobile telephone 
devices or other synchronization server, of telephone directory or address book data", 
however " the reception from and transmission" refers to the transmission function 
performed in the previous limitation which is being performed between the terminals. 
These two limitation are in conflict with each other. 

Claim 9 also recites the limitation "a directory database enabling synchronization 
of the data from a directory of a fixed-telephony terminal user with the other types of 
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terminal which can be connected to the Internet network, and/or enabling backup of the 
data from a directory of fixed-telephony terminal users", is not clear to which "the data" 
refers to, is it refer to the data in the limitation "said terminals of data relating to their 
telephone directories" or to the data in the limitation "address book data" ? also are their 
two different "directory of a fixed telephony terminal? 

Also claim 9 recites the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim 10 recites "the system as claimed in claim 9, comprising an input for its link 
to an internet site " is not clear what does this limitation means, also the preamble of 
claim 10 is not in consistence with claim 9 which claim 10 depend on. Also it is not clear 
from the claim language if this input is part of the system or the server. 

Claims 11-22 the preambles of these claims are not in consistence with claim 9. 
Claims will be interpret as best understood by the Examiner. 

Claim 12 recites "according to the characteristic of fixed telephony terminals ", is 
not clear because, "the characteristic" indicate that this characteristic has been 
mentioned before, however it has not been mentioned or defined before. In other words, 
it is not clear what is characteristic of a fixed telephony terminal. 

Claim 14 recites "automatic transmission to a fixed-telephony terminal_of 
the directory modifications if the number of bvtes if this modification exceeds a 
predetermined threshold" this limitation is not clear. Also " the number of bvtes" and " the 
directory modification " have not been mentioned before. The claim also does not clarify 
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the relation between the directory modification and the number of bytes, is the 
modification comprising changing number of bytes? 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "the system of claim 9 further comprising a fixed - 
telephony terminal in communication with the server, comprising a telephone directory" 
is not written in a clear way to verify if the telephone directory is part of the system, 
server or the fixed telephony. 

Claim 16 recites attaching the directory to SMS subaddress, is not clear weather 
this attaching is performed by the server or the telephone, also the claims does not 
further disclose the purpose or the advantages if this step. 

Regarding claim 17 the phrase "for example" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Also claim 17 discloses "addressing the characteristic of its directory ", is not clear what 

the characteristic of its directory is. 

Examiner will interpret the claims as best understood. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 9-10, 12-13, 15 and 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Collette (US 7,020478) in view of Mahajan (US 20040127205). 



Regarding claim 9, Collette discloses, a system (Fig. 1) comprising a server (Fig. 
1, el. 40) with: 

at least one SMS communications interface (Col. 3, lines 18-22; a server able of 
transmit/receive ASMS messages) such as with an F-SMSC server, with fixed 
telephony terminals for the reception from and transmission to said terminals of data 
(Fig. 1, el. 10 and Fig. 2, el. 13A, Col. 5, lines 20-23) 

inputs/outputs which can be connected to the network for the reception from and 
transmission to computer, personal assistant or mobile telephone devices or other 
synchronization server (Col. 4, lines 28-43) of a telephone data (Col. 4, lines 52-57; 
SMS messages with data/information about requested service). 
Collette does not teach that the data in the SMS is related to a directories information or 
for each user, a directory database enabling synchronization of the data from a directory 
of a fixed-telephony terminal user with the other types of terminal which can be 
connected to the Interact network, and/or enabling backup of the data from a directory 
of fixed-telephony terminal users. 

Mahajan discloses, a system (Fig. 1 ) comprising a server (Fig. 1 , el. 42 and 60), the 
server has a SMS interface (Paragraph 0025), with a telephone terminal (Paragraph 
0025 and Fig. 1 , el. 20) for the reception from and transmission to said terminals of data 
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relating to their telephone directories (Paragraph 0022-0025), Mahajan also discloses 
that the server can be connected to the network for the reception from and 
transmission to computer, personal assistant or mobile telephone devices or other 
synchronization server (Paragraph 0017, 0019-0022). 

Mahajan also discloses for each user, a directory database enabling synchronization of 
the data from a directory of a telephony terminal user with the other types of terminal 
which can be connected to the Interact network (Paragraph 0017-0022; each subscriber 
has a database directory, when an update/delete is made to the directory, the new 
information is updated in the telephone terminal through a SMS being sent to the 
telephone terminal from the server) and/or enabling backup of the data from a directory 
of a telephony terminal users (Paragraph 0018 and 0021 ; first and second electronic 
directory). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Collette with Mahajan , so to include a directory 
information into the SMS message and synchronized any updated data in the directory 
of the fixed phone, so to improve the system and yield more predictable results. 

Regarding claim 1 0, Collette in view of Mahajan discloses, an input for its link to 
an Interact site so that the user can populate the database from a browser (Mahajan: 
Paragraph 0021). 
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Regarding claim 12, Collette in view of Mahajan discloses, a means for 
formatting the directory data according to the characteristics of fixed-telephony 
terminals (Mahajan: Paragraph 0020-0022; Collette: Col. 2, lines 55-60). 

Regarding to claim 13, Collette in view of Mahajan discloses, directory data and 
address book data (Mahajan: Paragraph 0016), also discloses reformatting the data 
structure based on the data structure used by the telephone (Mahajan: Paragraph 0020 
and 0022), and a message with detailed of the manner in which data is structured 
therein (Paragraph 0020). 

Although Collette in view of Mahajan does not explicitly disclose, wherein the formatting 
means comprising a means for selecting the directory data from address book data, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at he time the invention 
was made that the user can select any field of the directory to reformat/update or to 
upload in the directory of the phone based on the data structure used by the phone, so 
to have the convenience to update only the data that has been changed. 



Regarding claim 15, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, a fixed-telephony 
terminal in communication with the server (Collette: Fig. 2, el. 13A) comprising a 
telephone directory (Mahajan: Paragraph 0016) and means for transmitting and 
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receiving SMS messages (Collette: Col. 3, lines 28-31) wherein the fixed-telephony 
terminal comprising: 

means for converting data from the telephone directory into SMS messages in order to 
transmit them to the server (Mahajan: Paragraph 0022 and 0025) and/or 
means for receiving SMS messages from the server (Mahajan: paragraph 0025) 
representing directory data, and means for converting these received SMS messages 
into directory entries (Paragraph 0020-0025). 



Regarding claim 17, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, wherein the fixed- 
telephony terminal further comprising a means for addressing the characteristics of its 
directory (Mahajan: Paragraph 0020; the directory information will be structured based 
on the data structure used by the phone) i.e. the maximum number of entries, the entry 
format, and, preferably, the number of directories, via SMS messages, to the server to 
which it can be connected. 



Regarding claim 18, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, wherein the fixed- 
telephony terminal further comprising a means for requesting automatic synchronization 
or manually-controlled synchronization of the directory (Mahajan: Paragraph 0021). 
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Regarding claim 19, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, wherein the fixed- 
telephony terminal further comprising a memory containing the modifications made to 
the directory and means for Indicating the need for synchronization (Mahajan: 
Paragraph 000016 and 0021; a computer comprising a memory) or for automatically 
initiating synchronization, if the level of fullness of the memory exceeds a predetermined 
threshold, or if a predetermined period of time has elapsed since the last 
synchronization. 

Regarding claim 20, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, wherein the fixed- 
telephony terminal further comprising a means for receiving, from the server, a signal 
indicating that synchronization is to be carried out (Mahajan: paragraph 0022-0023; the 
phone receive a message that there is un update, when the phone accept the update it 
respond with a message confirming the update). 

Regarding claim 21 , Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, wherein the fixed- 
telephony terminal further comprising a means so that the synchronization is carried out 
automatically when the signal is received (Mahajan: paragraph 0022-0023; the 
phone receive a message that there is un update, when the phone accept the update it 
respond with a message confirming the update). 



Regarding claim 22, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, wherein the fixed- 
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telephony terminal further comprising a means for receiving modification data, from the 
server, and means for updating the directory with these modification data (Mahajan: 
Paragraph 0022-0025). 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Collette 
(US 7,020478) in view of Mahajan (US 20040127205) and further in view of McDonald 
(20030097382). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Collette in view of Mahajan discloses, in which the 
telephone directory or address book data are preferably accessible using 
synchronization(Paragraph 0021). 

Collette in view of Mahajan does not explicitly teach that the access to the database 
according to the SyncML standard. 

McDonald discloses, synchronization server, in which the telephone directory or 
address book data are preferably accessible using SyncML standard (Paragraph 0043- 
0045); a synchronization service provided by a synchronization server is provided, 
wherein continuous update to files that are shred by a plurality of remote memory stores 
phonebooks records store on the phone terminal or any other devices (Paragraph 
0044). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Collette in view of Mahajan so to use SyncML standard to 
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enhance the usage of the system by providing a flexible solution for connecting digital 
devices of all kind. 

6. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Collette 
(US 7,020478) in view of Mahajan (US 200401 27205) and further in view of Ooishi (US 
20020062288). 

Regarding claim 14, Collette in view of Mahajan discloses, means for automatic 
transmission to a fixed-telephony terminal of the directory modifications (Mahajan: 
Paragraph 0021 ) if a change or modification to the directory took place (Mahajan: 
Paragraph 0021). 

Collette in view of Mahajan does not teach that the transmission would take place if the 
number of bytes if this modification exceeds a predetermined threshold, or if a 
predetermined period of time has elapsed since the last synchronization. 
However, transmitting a data after a specific period of time is well known in the art. 
Ooishi discloses, transmitting of a data after a predetermined time has elapsed 
(Paragraph 0090). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Collette in view of Mahajan with Ooishi teaching so to 
have the synchronization process continuously, in order to improve the system and yield 
more predictable results. 
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7. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Collette 
(US 7,020478) in view of Mahajan (US 200401 27205) and further in view of Halim 
(20030092454). 

Regarding claim 16, Collette in view of Mahajan disclose, authorization, 
authentication and accounting server AAA server, which inherently required an access 
code or password in order to access the record (Paragraph 0019-0020). 
Collette in view of Mahajan does not disclose wherein the telephone directory is 
attached to an SMS subaddress. 

Halim discloses, attaching the destination and origination address in the SMS 
subaddress (Paragraph 0039). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify Collette in view of Mahajan so the terminal will be to 
recognize between the terminals connected to the same line. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARIA EL-ZOOBI whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-3434. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8AM-5 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. E.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
/CURTIS KUNTZ/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



